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Subject: London City Airport Update 
 

Report to: Environment Committee  
 

Report of:  Executive Director of Secretariat Date: 3 February 2011 

 
This report will be considered in public. 
 
 
 
1. Summary  

 
1.1 This report provides an update on the outcome of the High Court action lodged by the campaign 

group Fight the Flights1, against the London Borough of Newham’s decision to grant planning 

permission to London City Airport to increase its flights from around 80,000 to 120,000 per year. 

The Committee is also invited to consider possible approaches for taking forward its ongoing inquiry 

on London City Airport, in light of the recent judgement.  
 
 
2. Recommendations  
 

2.1 That the Committee notes the outcome of High Court action. 

2.2 That the Committee decides how best to proceed with its ongoing inquiry on London City 

Airport, in light of the outcome of the High Court action reported on 20 January 2011.  

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 In July 2009, the London Borough of Newham granted London City Airport (LCA) planning 

permission to increase yearly flights to 120,000 flights per year. The increase was subject to strict 

environmental controls and monitoring being put in place by the airport to assess and mitigate any 

resulting impact on air quality, noise and climate change.  

 

3.2 The Committee subsequently decided to review the monitoring processes and any action taken to 

mitigate any identified effects. The Committee agreed terms of reference for the review on 11 

March 2010.2 

 

3.3 Last year Newham’s decision was challenged on legal grounds by Fight the Flights,3 opposed to the 

flights increase on environmental grounds. The hearing took place on 18 and 19 November 2010 

and the judgement pronounced on 20 January 2011. The ongoing legal action meant that any 

measures that had been, or were to be put in place by the airport were immediately suspended until 

the outcome of the proceedings were known. This in turn meant that there would be a lack of data 

                                                 
1 A networking campaign group set up by residents in direct response to London City Airport’s application. For more information 
see http://www.fighttheflights.com/#  
2 The officer report and minutes of the meeting are available at 
http://www.london.gov.uk/moderngov/CeListDocuments.aspx?CommitteeId=143&MeetingId=3404&DF=11%2f03%2f2010&Ve
r=2 
3 Set up by residents in direct response to London City Airport’s application. For more information see 
http://www.fighttheflights.com/# 

http://www.fighttheflights.com/


        

on which to undertake the Committee’s review. The Committee therefore opted to actively resume 

the inquiry later this year after legal proceedings were concluded.  

 

3.4 Newham’s decision to allow LCA to increase its flights to 120,000 per year was challenged on three 

counts: 

 Failure to consider the Government’s current policy on climate change 

 Failure to consult two of the adjoining boroughs 

 Failure to consult the residents of those two adjoining boroughs. 

 

3.5 The two presiding Judges rejected all three counts and dismissed the legal challenge. Fight the 

Flights have been given 14 days to apply for permission to appeal to the Court of Appeal. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 
4.1 The parameters and timings for the Committee’s review will now need to be considered in light of 

the recent judgment. Members are therefore invited to discuss and decide how they would wish the 

inquiry to proceed. Possible options are listed below for Members’ consideration. Members should 

note that at the time of writing this report it is not known whether Fight the Flights will apply for 

leave to appeal to the Court of Appeal.  

 

4.2 Possible options are to: 

 Hold a public briefing session on 15 March 2011 to which representatives from LCA, Newham 

and Fight the Flights are invited to attend to discuss the way forward.  

 Retain the terms of reference agreed on 11 March 2010 and defer a more detailed public session 

around them to Jan/Feb 2012, to allow sufficient time for the monitoring processes to be 

implemented and for the accumulation of data. It is suggested that as well as representatives 

from LCA and Newham, technical experts and community/resident organisations be invited to 

attend. The Committee could aim to publish its findings in March 2012. 

 Agree revised terms of reference and timings for the review possibly focusing on one 

environmental impact area for example, noise.  

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 Section 59 GLA Act 1999 requires the Assembly to keep under review the exercise by the Mayor of 

his statutory functions.  

5.2 Section 54(1) GLA Act enables the Assembly to arrange for any of its functions to be discharged by 

a committee or sub-committee of the Assembly or by a single member of the Assembly.  

 
6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from this report.  
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